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Dera Sirs

Re: Grimsby to Walpole Overhead Pylon Line
While the Parish Council recognises the need to upgrade the national infrastructure it strongly objects to the proposal for the erection of pylons the length of the County when this can be done off-shore. The reasons for objection at this stage are:

Why Lincolnshire?
Lincolnshire, and particularly the eastern side of the County, already has more than sufficient electricity production for its use and does not need more.  If increased electricity is needed elsewhere that electricity should be taken where it is needed by a means that has the least impact on other areas.  Hence the electricity to be transmitted via the proposed pylons should be transmitted by off shore cables to wherever it is needed in the same way as electricity is being brought by subsea cables from Scotland, as confirmed in National Grid’s own “Grimsby to Walpole” Project Background Document dated January 2024.

Proximity to the Wolds AONB and the Coast:
The erection of 50m high pylons will be highly visible from the Parishes and spoil the unbroken views between the AONB and the coast.  The pylons, along with the connector stations, will be totally out of character with the rare and precious non-industrial landscape.

Health and the environment:
The adverse impact of electromagnetic fields caused by very high voltage overhead cables (including noise, interference with communication systems and worsened physical and mental health) is unacceptable.  Wildlife would also be endangered e.g by destruction of habitat and the interference with the bird migration paths that cross the area, particularly to the Wash which supports the largest numbers of migrating waterfowl in the UK.  The Wash and the Lincolnshire east coast wetlands have been put forward by the UK Government as part of a potential UNESCO World Heritage Site – electricity pylons are hardly in keeping with that aspiration.  
Impact on property prices

The erection of pylons will adversely affect the value of all property within the vicinity of the pylons and may adversely affect the value of properties whose views are then blighted by the presence of the pylons.  Whilst National Grid may offer some sort of compensation to some property owners it is understood that such compensation has historically been inadequate and in any event money cannot compensate for adverse health problems caused by the presence of pylons carrying high voltage electricity cables.

Impact on tourism and agriculture:
The erection of pylons will have a significant adverse effect on the rural nature of the coastal strip and the creeping industrialisation of the landscape with solar farms taking advantage of connector stations will occupy prime agricultural land, so detracting from the national aim of trying to achieve food security as well as having a negative impact on tourism and related businesses which are key to the sustainability of the County.

Conflict with ELDC strategy/plan:
The ongoing sustainability of the coastal strip is dependent on successful tourism and agricultural industries.  Significant resources have been invested in developing tourism and other sources of employment while preserving the largely agricultural character of this part of the County.  The proposal will negate much of what has been achieved to date.

The Parish Council therefore strongly objects to the overland route and supports the call for an integrated off-shore solution.
Yours faithfully

Mrs J. Cooper

Parish Clerk
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